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To: Cogliano, Vincent [fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=51f2736376ac4d32bad2fe7cfef2886b-Cogliano, Vincent]; Perovich, Gina
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[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
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[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
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[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
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CC: Shams, Dahnish [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b7037e39bb6341c8850bcdc61bf9d65a-Shams, Dahn]
Subject: Vitter Statement on National Academies Review of EPA Chemical Assessment

News Headline: Vitter Statement on National Academies Review of EPA Chemical Assessment | i

News Date: 05/06/2014

Outlet Full Name: Targeted News Service

Contact Name:

News Text: The ranking Republican member of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee issued the
following news release:

U.S. Sen. David Vitter (R-La.), top Republican on the Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee, made the
following statement regarding the National Academies review of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA)
Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) process for chemical assessments.

"Overall, the changes that EPA has proposed show's some initial improvements in their chemical assessment process,
but by no means is this report a reason to spike the football," Vitter said. "Chemical safety is a top priority, and we need to
ensure that the EPA's basic goals are to develop assessments that provide an evidence-based foundation for ensuring
that chemical hazards are assessed and managed well. If the EPA actually implements the National Academies
suggestions, the process will slowly move to becoming much more effective and credible but this is just a first step and
they have a long way to go."

Vitter has long been pushing to have the EPA implement recommendations from the National Academies on chemical
assessments and has been affective on several accounts including the 2011 formaldehyde assessment review which led
to the ongoing changes in the IRIS program. Additional efforts to improve EPA's chemical science include forcing EPA to
withdraw using work from the Ramazzini Institute in multiple chemical assessments, including methanol. Vitter raised
additional concerns when EPA continued to have problems with its inorganic arsenic assessment in 2013.

In December 2013, Dr. Burke, President Obama’s nominee to lead EPA's Office of Research and Development had
positive comments saying he shared the same goals to promote better science at the agency. Click here to read his
comments(http://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cim?FuseAction=PressRoom.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=a82
e15b9-e8dc-8712-cafe-b743f43ce85a).

You can access the National Academies of Science review
here(http://www8.nationalacademies.org/onpinews/newsitem.aspx?RecordliD=512014).
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